
 

 

 

 

 

Dear members of the Good Samaritan Catholic College community, 

 

Greg Myers 

Principal 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

The last month has seen significant developments for our College as we prepare 
for the Foundation year in 2019. The buildings are moving ahead according to 
schedule, staff are taking up positions, enrolments are being finalised and our 
induction processes are being planned. This second newsletter will provide an 
update on all of these progressions and more. 
  
Of major significance during the last month was the blessing of our site on 
Thursday, August 2. A large crowd of future parents and students, invited 
guests, College staff and curious locals gathered to pray as a community for the 
first time as the site was blessed. It was great to see the prayerful response of 
our community and the interest shown. Our guests from Brisbane and beyond 
were shown what will become our customary hospitality and we are looking 
forward with anticipation to the next stages of the College's development. My 
sincere thanks to all who attended the blessing and to all who played a part on 
the day. 
  
Our College will become part of a wide and varied educational community when 
it opens next year. As part of Brisbane Catholic Education, we will join 140 other 
schools in the mission of Catholic education in the Brisbane Archdiocese. On the 
Sunshine Coast, we will join with the existing 5 primary schools, 3 secondary 
Colleges and one other P-12 College to provide Catholic education to the young 
people of this rapidly growing part of Australia. We will also join with other 
schools who share the Good Samaritan and Benedictine charism across the 
country to share the message of compassion to all. To begin this process of join-
ing our like-minded schools, the College Leadership Team of Lee Elvy, Deborah 
Holmes, Louise Mills and myself will attend a weekend in Brisbane in October 
with members of the Good Samaritan community from across Australia. We are 
looking forward to developing and growing the Good Samaritan charism in our 
new community. 
  
As winter draws to a close and we look forward to the warmer weather and new 
growth of Spring, I look forward to continuing to work with our staff and com-
munity as we continue to build our new College. 

  
God Bless, 

21 August 2018 

Important dates 

 

Parent Information Evening 

Tuesday 4th September 

The word of God is 
living and active: it 
probes the thoughts 
and motives of our 
heart. Hebrew 4:12 
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The final staff member to commence work in 2018 has been appointed. Mrs Anna Corboy will be the College 
Teacher Librarian and will be responsible for the Resource Centre that will become the learning hub of the 
College. As well, Anna will be heavily involved in our teaching program and the integration of technology into 
our learning program. Anna comes to the College from the same role at St John's College at Nambour and will 
commence work at the beginning of fourth term. 
  
We had an enormous response to our advertisements for foundation teaching staff at the College. Over 400 
applications were received for approximately 13 teaching positions commencing in 2019. Our Leadership staff 
are currently in the process of interviewing and making decisions around the appointment of these teachers to 
the College. We are certain that our teaching staff will be of the highest calibre. Advertising for non-teaching 
staff for 2019 will take place prior to the end of this term. 
  
Pictured in this months' newsletter are our 
Business Manager, Mr Ben Meyers, and our 
Assistant Principal, Mr Lee Elvy. Lee and Ben 
have been working in our office since the start 
of this term and form part of the College 
Leadership Team. Ben is responsible for the 
financial management of the College, 
overseeing the building program, procurement 
of resources and the management of the non-
teaching operations of the College. Lee is 
responsible for learning and teaching within 
the College, the daily organisation of the 
College and plays a key role in the 
development of our staff and students. Both of 
these gentlemen are genuinely excited about 
playing a significant role in the development 
and growth of our new College. 

  

Staff Appointments 

Enrolments 

ONLINE ENROLMENT FORM  

Applications for enrolment continue to be very strong. We have now established waiting lists for Prep and 
year 3, with limited enrolments still available in other year levels. As we will have restricted numbers in the 
first few years of the College, it is essential that families who are seeking enrolment at the College make 
application as soon as possible. 
  
Applications for 2020 and beyond can also be made, with interviews taking place during the first term of 
next year. 

https://public.bne.catholic.edu.au/enrolmentspublic?schoolId=558#/enrolment-clean/home


The fine winter weather has been perfect for our building program. All buildings are now under construc-
tion and by early September, the roofing on all buildings will be completed and internal work will be able to 
be done without interruption. The drone images of the buildings show the extent of the work and we will 
continue to update our community via Facebook of continued progress. 
  
At present, we are ordering all furniture and equipment for our spaces. We will have contemporary learn-
ing spaces with furniture to suit the modern curriculum and our learners. Some examples of these will be 
shown at our parent night. 

  

Building Program 



Our first Parent Information Evening will be held on Tuesday, September 

4 from 6pm until 7:30pm at the Maroochy River Golf Club. This evening 

is for parents who have accepted an offer of enrolment only and children 

cannot be accommodated on the night due to the nature of the venue. 

The agenda for the night will include an introduction of senior staff, an 

overview of building, uniform, staff appointments and our approach to 

Learning and Teaching amongst other things. An invitation will be sent to 

all families who have accepted enrolment and an RSVP is essential. 

Parent Information Evening 

Our uniforms look fantastic and are now in full production mode. We expect 
to have samples of all uniforms available at the Parent Information session on 
September 4, as well as a professional photo shoot taking place prior to that. 
There will also be samples of the uniform on display in our Marcoola office 
and at the offices of Seaborne Clothing, also at Marcoola. 
  
Details about purchasing arrangements, fittings, pricing and shop hours will 
be sent to families as soon as possible. Uniforms will be available from the 
Seaborne Clothing office in the first instance prior to the completion of our 
buildings, and then in the dedicated uniform room at the College. 

Uniforms 



It seems early to be talking about learning and teaching at Good Samaritan Catholic College, but we can report 
to all in the community, a great deal of work is already happening in planning for excellent learning and teach-
ing. Indeed, excellent learning and teaching is something that is an absolute non-negotiable as we set the foun-
dation for our learners. Our approach to learning and teaching is underpinned by Catholic education excellence 
with teachers who approach their job as teacher-researchers. Our teachers will have an uncompromising drive 
to understand the needs of their learners, they will engage the most effective pedagogies and deliberately cause 
targeted learning to occur. We are building our College with an understanding that there will be high expecta-
tions and high support for all. 

Our students will experience relevant contemporary education where learning areas are connected and key con-
cepts spiral in complexity. Our Catholic values and the example of the Good Samaritan will be constants in our 
approach to our world and our relationships with one another. The students across our College will focus on 
identity in their first experience in their learning, with an emphasis on ‘My Story, Our Story, The Story’. The for-
mation of our Good Samaritan Catholic College identity will be drawn from the bringing together of the individu-
al stories we all bring to the College and the bigger story of our history, our world and how we interact with our 
God, our Earth and each other. 

The building of excellent literacy and numeracy skills will form the foundation of all learning for our students 
and we will maintain a constant focus on ensuring each of our students improves. Our highly skilled teachers will 
employ proven teaching strategies aimed at meeting the needs of their learners to achieve and excel in their 
learning. We cannot wait to begin our journey of learning and teaching in partnership with our community for 
the good of all of our students. 

Learning and Teaching 

We are currently finalising arrangements and venues for student induction days to take place during the coming 
fourth term. These days will focus on gathering our students together to begin the process of orientation for our 
new school community. While the building is taking place, we cannot have these sessions on the site, but we will 
use venues as close as possible that have the appropriate facilities. 
  
Once the buildings are complete and we have access to the site at the beginning of next year, we will conduct 
formal and informal sessions at the College to ensure that our students are familiar with the College prior to 
starting the school year. 

Student Induction 

Blessing of the Site 

As mentioned earlier, our blessing ceremony was a very successful event. We were honoured to host the Execu-
tive Director of Brisbane Catholic Education, Ms Pam Betts on the day, along with other senior BCE staff, Sisters 
Veronica McCluskey and Anne-Marie Nicholls from the Good Samaritan Sisters, members of the steering com-
mittee and Nambour Parish as well as staff, parents and students. As well, our architects, builders and our local 
state member, Dan Purdie, joined us in the celebration. The Dean of the North Coast, Fr Kevin Smith, presided at 
the celebration and commented that the new school would be a shining light in the Bli Bli community and wider 
area. Ms Betts was full of praise for the work done already in the establishment of the College by so many peo-
ple and looks forward to joining our community for celebrations when the College officially opens next year. 


