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Guiding Students to Successful Futures
Good Samaritan Catholic College has formed a staff of outstanding teacher leaders
who are creating wonderful, diverse opportunities for our students. Students explore
opportunities to determine and re ne their life passions and pursue potential
aspirations.
Senior School students de ne their pathways in Year 10. Working with their parents
and with the College staff, students re ect on their progress and passions in this point
in their learning journey and make rm decisions about where they are headed.
Working in and across learning pathways, students build competencies,
understandings, skills and quali cations that lead them into quality work, either while
at the College or after quality tertiary learning.
This Guide has been developed to assist Year 10 students and parents to build their
understanding of the College’s approach to Senior Schooling and to build
understanding of the diverse options available to students on this journey.
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Senior School Pathways
Good Samaritan Catholic College has established three interconnected pathways for our Senior School
students to organise their learning. The three pathways are interconnected and many students will work
across two pathways in their study in Year 11 and Year 12. Each of the three pathways has a similar goal
- to see the students eventually enter high-quality and life enriching work. The pathways differ in the
training processes the students engage in and, in some cases, the time before students enter the
workplace.
Apprenticeship and Traineeship
Pathway
(Quality School-based Apprenticeships and
Traineeships with Negotiation)

Quality Vocational Learning
Pathway
(Learning and Training at the College and
sometimes Beyond the College)
Senior School
Pathways

Further Tertiary Learning
Pathway
(Aiming for Direct Entry to Quality Institutes
For Post-School Learning)

The Apprenticeship / Traineeship Pathway
Good Samaritan Catholic College is committed to our students entering quality work. We aim to connect
with recognised business partners in our community to provide opportunities for our students and for
employers. Students, their families and employers engage in partnerships that build quality apprentices
and trainees who become quali ed, engaged, pro cient employees who contribute meaningfully to their
community.

fl

fi

fi

School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SATs) are fully negotiated agreements between students
and families, the College and employers that provide optimal access to learning and training for students
engaging in apprenticeships and traineeships. Our experienced College Leaders guide these negotiated
arrangements to ensure the students’ best interests are catered for in the arrangement. Students working
in School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships continue appropriate aspects of their Senior School
learning at the College and engage in work and training with their employer partner in a exible
arrangement. They often work across the Apprenticeship and Traineeship Pathway and the Quality
Vocational Learning Pathway.

School based traineeships are completed over a 1 or 2 year period whilst school based apprenticeships
continue after school until the apprenticeship is completed (usually 3 years after school). Applications
for School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships require a mature, ‘seeking work’ approach and
involve signi cant preparation and planning. The College will announce when applications for SATs
open.

The Quality Vocational Learning Pathway
The College has built a highly-quali ed and highly-experienced staff with capabilities to lead Quality
Vocational Learning across an array of elds. We aim to engage Senior School students in learning and
demonstrating vocational competencies that lead to highly-desirable quali cations for work beyond
school. Quali cations and certi cations offered at and beyond the College will target the signi cant
industries in South-East Queensland.
Quality vocational learning will provide students with industry level skills that will lead them to further
learning and employment. Students pursue this pathway for numerous reasons including entry to
employment straight after school, opportunity for further vocational training after school, post-school
apprenticeships and traineeships and to supplement their learning and provide entry to university
options.
Students pursuing the Quality Vocational Learning pathway will generally supplement their
quali cations and certi cate learning with QCAA General or Applied courses and will pursue study in
Religion, English and Mathematics.

The Further Tertiary Learning Pathway
Good Samaritan Catholic College offers a high-quality, diverse range of courses aimed at providing
students who are seeking direct entry to university after school with the best preparation to excel. Our
highly-quali ed teacher leaders have developed exemplary courses across learning areas. The College
has examined pre-requisite learning across a wide range of university courses and provides students
with quality guidance and opportunity to excel in their Senior School study. Crucially, the College is
forging strong relationships with universities in the areas and across South East Queensland.
Students engaging in the Further Tertiary Learning pathway will study QCAA General Courses, and
they may supplement their learning with a QCAA Applied Course or some vocational learning where
they pursue a quali cation. They will pursue the attainment of an ATAR that allows them opportunity
to enter their chosen further tertiary courses or offer them opportunities to enter a range of courses
they are strongly interested in.
The College will continually monitor student achievement to ensure they are ‘on track’ to achieve their
goals to enter their choses further learning course(s).
Work Experience
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At points in their Senior School study where students become sure of their future work pathway, the
College will work with students, families and local industry to provide work experience opportunities for
students. This approach will target students as they make more informed decisions about their future
and ensure that work experience is an enriching opportunity to build connections for their future.

Learning Offerings
Good Samaritan Catholic College is in the fortunate position to have an expert teaching staff with
tremendous skills and experience in developing and offering a diverse range of courses across learning
areas and elds. The offerings below are not de nitive as, due to the diverse skills of our staff, the
College will develop and offer a suite of courses that respond to the students in our Senior School. We
also have access to a range of courses online where students are mentored in their learning by our staff.

QCAA General Courses
The College offers QCAA General Courses for students seeking further tertiary learning post-school
through direct entry to university or a quality learning institute. All QCAA General Courses can
contribute to students’ ATAR. These courses can sometimes be pre-requisites for university courses and
are comprised of units with internal assessment and QCAA external assessment. QCAA General
Courses can include extension subjects that are studied either as an extension to Unit 3 and 4 of the
associated General Course or concurrently with Unit 3 and 4.
Good Samaritan Catholic College will offer a suite of QCAA General Courses from the subject areas
of Religion, English and Mathematics at different levels for students. The College will also offer a suite
of courses across Science, Humanities, Technologies, Health and Physical Education, Languages and
The Arts.

QCAA Applied Courses
The College offers a number of QCAA Applied Courses for all students, with an emphasis on gaining
credits or their Queensland Certi cate of Education. When students study QCAA Applied Courses,
there are occasions when one of these courses can contribute to their ATAR calculation. QCAA
Applied Courses can complement vocational learning undertaken by students at the College.
Good Samaritan Catholic College will offer QCAA Applied Courses in Religion, English and
Mathematics and some other subject areas. Our Religion course will lead students through engaging
social justice in practice, while our English and Mathematics courses will provide opportunity for our
students to satisfy their literacy and numeracy requirements for their Queensland Certi cate of
Education.

Vocational Quali cations
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Good Samaritan Catholic College offers a variety of vocational quali cations that provide students with
industry standard skills. Vocational quali cations contribute to students’ transition to the workforce,
sometimes directly and sometimes via extended learning beyond the College. The College has
partnered with Registered Training Organisations who collaborate in leading our Quality Vocational
Learning courses. When students study vocational quali cations, courses can contribute to their ATAR
calculation should they be seeking an ATAR.

The College offers a diverse range of vocational quali cations that prepare students to build industry
ready skills and knowledge in a range of elds. The talented and highly-quali ed staff at the College
will directly lead courses in Hospitality, Business, Fitness and Training, Construction (and potentially
Furnishing), Tourism and Crime and Justice. We are continuing to examine opportunities in The Arts
and other elds also. Complementing direct options at the College, we will negotiate, with students and
families (and sometimes employers) further opportunities beyond the College where students engage
with TAFE and other providers to pursue a range of vocational learning opportunities.
Vocational learning contributes to students attainment of the Queensland Certi cate of Education
when they complete quali cations. Students attaining quali cations are better able to seek quality
employment and access higher level further training. The College has partnered with different and
diverse local industries and will continue to expand these partnerships to provide opportunities for our
students.

QCAA Online Courses
Given the diverse array of QCAA courses available to students, some students who hold a passion in
particular subject areas not yet available at the College can pursue online learning. The College has
access to providers who provide QCAA Online Courses, particularly for students seeking further
tertiary learning post-school through direct entry to university or a quality learning institute.
Good Samaritan Catholic College will make available QCAA Online Courses across learning areas for
students who demonstrate passion and performance in courses not directly offered at the College. We
will seek to ensure students are able to access mentoring from our highly-quali ed teaching staff to
support their progress in this mode of leaning.

Some Important Terms
QCAA - Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority
ATAR - Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank
RTO - Registered Training Organisation
QCE - Queensland Certi cate of Education
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VET - Vocational Education and Training

QLD Certi
cate of Education (QCE) is the rst aim of every Senior School
student at Good Samaritan Catholic College. The QCE is an internationally recognised quali cation
that provides evidence of students’ achievement in Senior School. To attain a QCE, students must
achieve a set amount of learning credits, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while satisfying the literacy
and numeracy requirements of the quali cation.

Eligibility and Requirements for the QCE
To be eligible for registration for the QCE students must have an open ‘Learning Account’ (something
we do as a College with the students) and begin accruing credits for learning in a Queensland school.
Set Amount of Learning
The rst step in achieving the QCE is for students to complete the ‘Set Amount of
Learning’. To do this, students must attain 20 learning credits from:
•
•
•
•

QCAA General Courses
QCAA Applied Courses
Vocational Learning
(Non-Queensland Studies and other ‘Of cially Recognised’ Studies)

Set Standard
The next step focuses on satisfactory achievement in the learning, with students needing to
achieve a ‘satisfactory achievement’, or ‘C grade’ or better, or ‘competency’ or ‘completion’ in
quali cations, or ‘pass’ or equivalent.
Set Pattern
The third step to achieving the QCE is to ensure credits are accrued in the set pattern. The rst 12
credits must be drawn from core courses (QCAA General and Applied courses, QCAA Extension
courses, Vocational Certi cate Quali cations, School-based Apprenticeships and formally recognised
courses that qualify with QCAA).
The other 8 credits can be drawn from core courses, of cially recognised ‘preparatory’ courses of
study, and of cially recognised ‘complementary’ courses of study.
Literacy and Numeracy Requirements
The nal step in achieving the QCE is to satisfy the literacy and numeracy requirements. To achieve
the literacy requirement, students must meet the set standard in QCAA General or Applied English
subjects, QCAA Short Course Literacy, or QCAA Senior External Examination (there are a few other
recognised courses that can be discussed with the College). To achieve the numeracy requirement,
students must meet the set standard in QCAA General or Applied Mathematics subjects, QCAA Short
Course Numeracy, or QCAA Senior External Examination (there are a few other recognised courses
that can be discussed with the College).
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*Students working on an Individual Learning Plan can be eligible to work towards the
QLD Certi cate of Individual Achievement

Core Courses (at least 12 credits)
Courses

Credits

QCAA General and Applied Courses

Up to 4 credits

QCAA General Extension Courses

Up to 2 credits

QCAA Senior External Examination Courses

4 credits

Certi cate II Quali cations

Up to 4 credits

Certi cate III and IV Quali cations (including traineeships)

Up to 8 credits

School-based Apprenticeships

Up to 6 credits

Of cially Recognised Courses

Varies on Application

Preparatory Courses (up to 8 credits)
Courses

Credits

QCAA Literacy Short Course
QCAA Numeracy Short Course

1 credit

Certi cate I Quali cations

Up to 3 credits

Of cially Recognised Courses

Varies on Application

Complementary Courses (up to 8 credits)
Courses

Credits

QCAA Short Course in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Languages
QCAA Short Course in Career Education

1 credit

University Courses (while enrolled at school)

Up to 4 credits

Diplomas and Advance Diplomas (while enrolled at school)

Up to 8 credits

Of cially Recognised Courses

Varies on Application

Important Notes About the QCE
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The Queensland Certi cate of Education is a exible quali cation that recognises Senior School study
and beyond school study. There are many pathways students can pursue to obtain their QCE. A
students pathway depends on their subjects chosen from the suite offered at their school and on their
goals as they make their way through learning in Senior School.

Thinking about Your Pathway
When students think about their pathway for Senior School, they need to consider some distinct factors
including - the subjects have I experienced good success in Year 9 and Year 10, the career
ideas I have researched that are of interest, the subjects that I enjoy the most, and the
subjects that may be pre-requisites for future study that I am hoping to enrol in.
The process below allows some initial thinking for students and their families to consider. We will re ne
this thinking over time in consultation with students and families as we head towards further Careers
engagement, subject selection and Senior Education and Training (SET) plan later in the year.
What is your initial thinking about your Senior School and post-school options?
I plan to engage directly in further study at University - (ATAR)
I plan to continue vocational learning (TAFE) possibly seeking employment with training
I plan to engage in a School-based Apprenticeship / Traineeship and pursue work

What Senior School study options do you believe will be best to support your pathway?

QCAA General Courses

University Studies while at School

QCAA Applied Courses

QCAA Short Courses

Quality Vocational Courses

Workplace Learning

School-based Apprenticeship /
Traineeship

Applying for recognition of other
learning

What is your thinking around meeting QCE eligibility?
(Please refer to the QCE information on page 8 and 9)
I think I will aim to meet the literacy and numeracy
requirement by studying…
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I think I will aim to meet other requirements by…

Tertiary Entrance Considerations
Students aiming to continue their learning at university or a vocational institute beyond school need
to be aware of the information below. Given the pre-requisites that may exist for post-school courses
students may be thinking of pursuing, please consider the information below.

Direct Entry to University

Quality Vocational Learning

To apply for direct entry to university, you
need to attain an ATAR. To be eligible for an
ATAR you need to ensure the following:

Vocational Education and Training Courses
guide students to build industry ready skills.
When you study VET, you leave school with:

- Satisfactory completion of a suitable English subject
- Completion of 5 QCAA General Courses, or 4

- A Statement of Attainment (when you complete

QCAA General Courses + 1 QCAA Applied
Course or Vocational Certi cate III or above
* Please note some university courses have subject
prerequisites that should be considered

one or more units)

- Quali cations and a Record of Results (when a
student meets all of the requirements)
* Please note some vocational courses have subject
prerequisites that should be considered

University Prerequisites
To investigate possible prerequisites for university courses after school, students should visit
https://www.qtac.edu.au/course-search/ . From this link, students can search the courses they are
interested in, look at the previous years’ ATAR requirement for admission, investigate any subject
prerequisites and more.
TAFE Prerequisites
To investigate possible prerequisites for TAFE courses after school, students should visit
https://tafeqld.edu.au/courses/index.html? . From this link, students can search the courses they
are interested in, investigate any subject prerequisites and more.

School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships
Students interested in completing a School-based Apprenticeship and Traineeship will be welcome
to apply to the College in Semester 2 Year 10. The College will advertise available apprenticeships
and traineeships from our industry partners regularly, and we will target students who indicate
preferences in particular elds.
If you are interested in pursuing a School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship, what elds
are you interested?
Hospitality / Tourism
Fitness & Training

Automotive

Electrical / Plumbing / Utilities

Creative Industries

Health

Retail

Other (please write)

Building & Construction
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Butchery

My thoughts about my pathway and what it might look like…

fi

What I should do now to nd out more information…

Questions I have about my pathway…

Things I need to do next in my learning…

